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Albrecht von Haller (1708-1777) 

Switzerland’s greatest man of learning 

Inaugural exhibition in the new extension 

Historisches Museum Bern 

4 December 2008 – 13 April 2009 

The Bernese polymath Albrecht von Haller (1708-1777) is one of the most important Swiss scholars of all time. He was a pioneer in medicine, botany and literature in the 18th century: as the founder of experimental physiology, a researcher of Swiss flora and an Alpine poet. 

This major exhibition to mark the 300th anniversary of Haller’s birth follows the various stages of his life in the manner of a Bildungsroman, and combines personal biographical aspects with his great scientific achievements. Torn between the Ancien Régime and modern science, Haller's life traces the tension and energy of the Enlightenment. 

Written documents and paintings, a skeleton dissected by Haller, anatomical wax figures, scientific instruments and a reconstruction of an anatomical theatre combine to bring Haller's world to life in a fascinating way. A panorama of 18th century culture also unfolds in a 40 metre-long mirrored gallery, and a view into the present highlights Haller's importance to the present day. 

All captions in the exhibition in English

An exhibition by the Historisches Museum Bern and the Albrecht von Haller Stiftung der Burgergemeinde Bern 
Opening times: Tuesday – Sunday 10 – 17h, Monday closed

Historisches Museum Bern, Helvetiaplatz 5, 3000 Bern 6

www.bhm.ch
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