Einstein Museum

Background Information

Bern – the original scene of Einstein’s wonder year

The years that Einstein spent in Bern were the most fruitful in his life as a researcher. It was here, in the annus mirabilis, the wonder year 1905, that he developed his Relativity Theory and the formula on the relation between energy and mass, E=mc2. In the same year Einstein also published his first proof for the existence of atoms and described a key experiment in quantum physics. The centenary of Relativity Theory was celebrated throughout the world in 2005, and the largest and most lavish Einstein exhibition ever held anywhere in the world was opened in the city where Einstein’s great breakthroughs took place: Bern. 350’000 visitors from all over the world saw the successful exhibition. Reason enough for the Historisches Museum Bern to present the show in concentrated form as a permanent exhibit under the name “Einstein Museum”.

The exhibition provides a comprehensive picture of Einstein’s personality. The broad spectrum of personal biography, revolution of our physical image of the cosmos and historical background demanded a new approach in the way it was mounted. The enthusiastic responses of visitors and the worldwide media reactions confirm that here history and natural science have been turned into a living experience. 

Comprehensive view

Peter Jezler as Exhibition Director has placed the emphasis on a comprehensive view. As in his previous exhibitions (Himmel, Hölle, Fegefeuer, Zurich/Cologne 1994; Bildersturm, Bern/Strasbourg 2000/2001) he has adopted an interdisciplinary approach. Breakthroughs in the natural sciences and historical narrative accompany and complement each other. Einstein’s biography, the context of world history, Einstein’s political and humanistic involvement in public life and his revolutionary contributions to physics concur to express an all-inclusive view of Einstein the man and scientist. 

The exhibition in Bern conjures up Einstein’s life in a series of shifting atmospheric spaces, through the combination of original objects, works of art, documents and video installations. 

Einstein uniquely reflected in his life the great currents of the first half of the twentieth century.  As a pacifist he opposed militarism and war. Overnight he became a media star, when the accuracy of his General Relativity Theory was recognized. As a Jew he was threatened, emigrated to the USA and from there used his fame to help protect persecuted Jewish people all over the world. In the Second World War he urged President Roosevelt to develop a nuclear programme, but deeply regretted his support after the dropping of the American atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki and devoted the rest of his life to trying to curb the atomic danger.

Einstein’s scientific theories

Animated films explain, in easy step-by-step sequences, such difficult-to-imagine phenomena as the curvature of space and the stretching of time. Anyone with a basic grasp of fractions will be able to understand the Special Relativity Theory. The beauty and variety of the universe are displayed in Animated film using state-of-the-art graphics and original telescopic images: camera voyages lead in a lavish installation through space and time back to the Big Bang.

Together with Jezler, the historian Anne Schmidt from Berlin, the set designer Raphaël Barbier from Bern, the physics professor from Tübingen, Hanns Ruder, and the prize-winning documentary filmmaker from Berlin, Irmgard von zur Mühlen, helped define the exhibition concept and format. 

 An audioguide permits a tour of the exhibition in nine languages. It has rapidly become a big hit with the public. With the user-friendly iPod, the Historisches Museum in Bern joins the select group of illustrious museums on the international scene to provide such a service.
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